
PRAY
TOGETHER

Heavenly Father, as we gather together, we open our hearts to Your
presence, seeking guidance and wisdom from the Holy Spirit. As we reflect
on the rich theology and joyful proclamation in 'Hark the Herald Angels
Sing,' may we be inspired to embrace the triumph and victory You offer us
through Christ's birth. Empower us to take action in sharing this glorious
news with those around us, so they, too, may experience the hope and
reconciliation You bring. Guide our discussion and enrich our
understanding, prompting us to live out our faith boldly. In Jesus' name,
amen.

ICE
BREAKER

This past week, we celebrated Thanksgiving, which leads us into the
Christmas season. This brings us to a highly debated topic: decorating your
home for Christmas. Do you deck the halls before or after Thanksgiving? 

SERMON
OVERVIEW

What if the most beloved Christmas carol we sing each year contains layers
of theological richness we've never fully explored? This message takes us on
a fascinating journey through the history of Christmas carols—from their
scandalous beginnings, to their transformation into the joyful celebrations
we know today. We discover that 'Hark the Herald Angels Sing' wasn't an
instant success; Charles Wesley's original lyrics flopped for over a century
before Felix Mendelssohn added music and William Cummings refined the
words. This reminds us that our obedience to God's calling may not bear
visible fruit in our lifetime, but God is always orchestrating something
greater across generations. The sermon unpacks each verse of this carol,
revealing how it declares Christ's divinity, his humble incarnation, and the
reconciliation between God and humanity. Like the shepherd priests who
were the first to hear of the spotless Lamb of God's arrival, we're invited to
join heaven's eternal celebration and make it known to a world desperately
needing hope.

LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

READ
SCRIPTURE

LUKE 2:8-15 & PSALM 148
READ THE LYRICS TO ‘HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING’

CONNECT
RELATIONALLY

1) What is your favorite Christmas carol and why? Have you ever thought
about the theology and meaning behind the words?

2) We heard a story about a basketball player named Eli. Reflect on a time in
your life when you needed to rely on God's strength, as Eli's teammates did for
him. How did that make you feel, and how did it shape your faith journey?

3) How does Charles Wesley's story (his song wasn’t popular until 100+ years
later) encourage you when you don't see immediate results from your
obedience? How do we remain faithful while giving the results to God?
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SCAN FOR
SERMON CLIP

https://library.timelesstruths.org/music/Hark_the_Herald_Angels_Sing/
https://nvgroups.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/2025+Life+Group+Discussion+Guides/Christmas/Don_t_Keep_the_Good_News_Secret.mp4
https://nvgroups.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/2025+Life+Group+Discussion+Guides/Christmas/Don_t_Keep_the_Good_News_Secret.mp4


PRAY
TOGETHER

Please take a few moments to ask each member to share a joy or praise
and an area of concern. Ask someone to pray over these requests, and
please distribute them to all group members so you may continue to
intercede for one another between your meetings.

GROW
SPIRITUALLY

4) How do lines like "veiled in flesh, the Godhead see" enhance your
comprehension of the doctrine of the incarnation? What does it mean that
Jesus was "fully God, fully divine, yet veiled in humility"? Why do you think God
chose to reveal Himself this way?

5) What does Psalm 148 reveal about God's desire for all creation to praise
Him? How does viewing worship as "joining a triumph already happening"
change your approach to praise? How does this approach help us show ‘joy’?

6) Our carol states, “pleased with us, in flesh to dwell,” The sermon mentioned
this wasn't the first time God dwelled with mankind (Garden of Eden). What
does it reveal about God's character that He chose to do it again after
humanity's rebellion?
 

LIVE
GENEROUSLY

7)Do you find your distinct and unique voice within this choir and triumph? If
worship feels unnatural or uncomfortable to you, what might be holding you
back from joining the joyful celebration? How can you adjust your posture?

8) Like the shepherds who immediately spread the good news, what holds us
back from sharing our faith with friends and family who don't know Jesus?

9) The sermon listed three key responses to the gospel reflected in this week’s
carol: Receive the good news, Rejoice in the Triumph, Reach out to those
around you. Which of these comes naturally to you? Which is challenging?

ENGAGE
TOGETHER

Life Group Virtual Town Hall - we invite you to join us for a unifying and
renewed vision of the purpose, approach, and significance of Life Groups in
our strategy to build disciples across Northview. This virtual event will
feature a special message from our Senior Pastor, CJ Johnson.

Three identical meetings will be held lasting about 60 minutes
Wednesday, December 3, at 7:00 p.m. | Thursday, December 4, at 12:00 p.m.
Monday, December 8, at 7:00 p.m.

TAKE
ACTION

Based on our conversation today, how is the Holy Spirit inviting me to take a
next step in practical application?
I am feeling convicted to take the following action (keep it simple): 

Please ask each member to share their step if they have one. It is ok if you
are still discerning and need time to process, pray and ponder.
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https://northviewchurch.us/event/5404

